Introduction

not think of Ireland twice in a year (6 Nov.). He hopes to
see her in that country soon after Christmas (15 Nov.).
He loves her 'infinitely above all earthly things* (i 7 Nov.);
and 'above all things a thousand times' (15 Dec,),
From the end of 1711 there is a weakening in the spon-
taneity and unaffected naturalness of the expressions of
affection; and from 9 February 1711-12, when we have
the advantage of the originals of Swift's letters, it is
apparent that his greetings are, though affectionate, more
stereotyped and perfunctory in character; and there are few
passages comparable to those printed by Deane Swift in
that part of the Journal edited by him. There are excep-
tions. On 18 February 1711-12 he regrets that he has no
letter from 'Md\ On 8 March he calls the ladies 'deelest
hearts & Souls'. On 18 September 1712 there is a return
of the earlier fervour in his prayer for the preservation of
their health and his own, that he 'may live far from the
Envy and discontent* of courts. He asks for love, and
declares that he 'loves Md above all things'. On I January
1712-13 he prays God to bless her and send her ever
happy; and on 7 April avows that he loves her better than
ever, if possible. But time and again, as he comes to the
end of his day's journal, he bids the ladies good night
in two or three words, addressing them as 'dear', or
'dearest Md', 'sollahs', 'logues', or 'dallars'.
Even if we avoid the temptation to exaggerate a con-
trast, it would be undiscerning to ignore it. Swift's letters
to Stella from January 1712 to June 1713 exhibit, as com-
pared with the earlier letters, a measure of preoccupation*
The change synchronizes almost, but not quite, with the
passage from that portion of the Journal for which we are
dependent upon Deane Swift to that part which we can
read in the original letters. Whatever Deane Swift's
editorial methods, and we can gain some insight into
them, it would be wildly fanciftil to suppose that he
foisted upon the letters affectionate passages of his own
invention.
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